How to use a mask
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Abstract

In the beginnings of the COVID-19 pandemic, Asians wearing masks in white colonized countries became
a target of white supremacist violence.This piece of fabric has been a point of contention for anti-maskers
who feel like their freedoms are being threatened.To dispel the myths of why people might wear masks, this
is a basic 101 tutorial on how to use a mask.The comic tutorial breaks down what this apparently exotic
cultural artifact is, why people wear it and how to use it properly. This is directed at white people so that
next time they see East Asians wearing face masks, they will be equipped with all the relevant information
to NOT punch us in the face, kick us out of supermarkets, bully Asian hospital workers, or abuse us on
the streets or online. This comic was inspired by the safety instruction cards on flights and the patronizing
posters in Anglo-colonial university washrooms that tell Chinese students not to stand on the toilet seats.
Thanks to Kirsty Fong for the idea and for being a reference.

Keywords

COVID-19, masks, racism, pandemic symbolism, white supremacy



New Sociology: Journal of Critical Praxis

HOW TO USE A MASK

WHAT 15 A MASK?

THESE ARE SOME TYPES*

MEDICAL-LooK NG
ONES (DIsPoSABLE)

\

COOLER ClLoT
OMES (RE-USEABIE)

@ THE ZoMBIES
ARE (oMING
APOCALYPSE ONES
(ExPENSIVE)

FOR THE PuRPOSE OF THIS TuToR AL,
WE WILL MOSTLY COVER THE FIRST ONE,

WHAT A MASK )5 NOT:

A PUNCHING TARGET
FOorR WHITE SUPREMACISTS,

& REASON FoR RALISM,
XENOPHOBIA, SINOPHOBI A,
HARASSMENT OR. ASSAULT,

& SAYs WHITE
COLINISER

AND NOT PERMISSIoN FoR.
ToiLeT PAPER HOARDING |

WHY WEAR A MASK?

THE MoST comMON OINE DURING
THE Covip-1a PANDEMIC: IF You
ARE SICK OR DONT WANNA GETSICK.

\E 1T CoLD AF AND YOUR FACE
1S FREEZING.IT WILL KEEP Yau WAR M.
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\F THE AR 1S ToX(C Dug To THe
POLLUTANTS fROM INDUSTRIAL CADITALISM,

ANONYMITY © [F YauRE A HOT SHOT CELER

AR
0y
R ] -
NO PIPELINE
ON INDIGENOUS LANDR s
To AVOID THE
FANS .

IF YoulRe AT A DIREcT ACTioN AND
You DoNT WANT THE PoLICE orR
THE MERUA TO GET YouR PHoTo.

How To Put ON A MASK:

MAKE SuRE YourR HANDS ARE
CLEAN AND (TS A NEW MASK
\F YouRE USING THE DISPeSABLE KIND

PULL THE RIGHT MoLD THE WIRE AROUNY!

STRAP BEHIND WURNoSE. MASIC
UNDER GLASSES To

AVOID FoaaING.

PuLL THe LEFT
STRAP OVER. YouR |\ LupER your
LEFT EAR . RELEASE.\\ CHIN. Done

THIS 15 NOT CORRECT

WEAR |T PROPERLY. Do NoT RE-USE
DisPosABLE MASKS. STAY SAFE @

AND END COLONIAL CAPITALISHM,

FB: @FUFIGHTERARTS
INSTA: @FUFIGHTERARTS  §
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